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STATE’S DEFINITIONS 
 

 

Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-3-301  

First degree kidnapping 

 

(1) Any person who does any of the following acts with the intent thereby to force 

the victim or any other person to make any concession or give up anything of value 

in order to secure a release of a person under the offender's actual or apparent 

control commits first degree kidnapping: 

(a) Forcibly seizes and carries any person from one place to another;  or 

(b) Entices or persuades any person to go from one place to another;  or 

(c) Imprisons or forcibly secretes any person. 

(2) Whoever commits first degree kidnapping is guilty of a class 1 felony if the person 

kidnapped shall have suffered bodily injury;  but no person convicted of first degree 

kidnapping shall suffer the death penalty if the person kidnapped was liberated alive 

prior to the conviction of the kidnapper. 

(3) Whoever commits first degree kidnapping commits a class 2 felony if, prior to his 

conviction, the person kidnapped was liberated unharmed. 

 

 

 

Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-3-302  

Second degree kidnapping 

 

1) Any person who knowingly seizes and carries any person from one place to 

another, without his consent and without lawful justification, commits second degree 

kidnapping. 

(2) Any person who takes, entices, or decoys away any child not his own under the 

age of eighteen years with intent to keep or conceal the child from his parent or 

guardian or with intent to sell, trade, or barter such child for consideration commits 

second degree kidnapping. 
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(3) Second degree kidnapping is a class 2 felony if any of the following circumstances 

exist: 

(a) The person kidnapped is a victim of a sexual offense pursuant to part 4 of 

this article;  or 

(b) The person kidnapped is a victim of a robbery. 

(4)(a) Unless it is a class 2 felony under subsection (3) of this section, second 

degree kidnapping is a class 3 felony if any of the following circumstances 

exist: 

(I) The kidnapping is accomplished with intent to sell, trade, or barter 

the victim for consideration;  or 

(II) The kidnapping is accomplished by the use of a deadly weapon or 

any article used or fashioned in a manner to cause a person to 

reasonably believe that the article is a deadly weapon;  or 

(III) The kidnapping is accomplished by the perpetrator representing 

verbally or otherwise that he or she is armed with a deadly weapon. 

(b) A defendant convicted of second degree kidnapping committed under any 

of the circumstances set forth in this subsection (4) shall be sentenced by the 

court in accordance with the provisions of section 18-1.3-406 . 

(5) Second degree kidnapping is a class 4 felony, except as provided in subsections 

(3) and (4) of this section. 

 

 

 

Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-4-301  

Robbery 

 

(1) A person who knowingly takes anything of value from the person or presence of 

another by the use of force, threats, or intimidation commits robbery. 

(2) Robbery is a class 4 felony. 
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Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-4-302  

Aggravated robbery 
 

(1) A person who commits robbery is guilty of aggravated robbery if during the act 

of robbery or immediate flight therefrom: 

(a) He is armed with a deadly weapon with intent, if resisted, to kill, maim, or 

wound the person robbed or any other person;  or 

(b) He knowingly wounds or strikes the person robbed or any other person 

with a deadly weapon or by the use of force, threats, or intimidation with a 

deadly weapon knowingly puts the person robbed or any other person in 

reasonable fear of death or bodily injury;  or 

(c) He has present a confederate, aiding or abetting the perpetration of the 

robbery, armed with a deadly weapon, with the intent, either on the part of 

the defendant or confederate, if resistance is offered, to kill, maim, or wound 

the person robbed or any other person, or by the use of force, threats, or 

intimidation puts the person robbed or any other person in reasonable fear of 

death or bodily injury;  or 

(d) He possesses any article used or fashioned in a manner to lead any person 

who is present reasonably to believe it to be a deadly weapon or represents 

verbally or otherwise that he is then and there so armed. 

(2) Repealed by Laws 1989, S.B.246, § 156 . 

(3) Aggravated robbery is a class 3 felony and is an extraordinary risk crime that is 

subject to the modified presumptive sentencing range specified in section 18-1.3-

401(10) . 

(4) If a defendant is convicted of aggravated robbery pursuant to paragraph (b) of 

subsection (1) of this section, the court shall sentence the defendant in accordance 

with the provisions of section 18-1.3-406 . 
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Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-3-402  

Sexual assault 

 

(1) Any actor who knowingly inflicts sexual intrusion or sexual penetration on a 

victim commits sexual assault if: 

(a) The actor causes submission of the victim by means of sufficient 

consequence reasonably calculated to cause submission against the victim's 

will;  or 

(b) The actor knows that the victim is incapable of appraising the nature of the 

victim's conduct;  or 

(c) The actor knows that the victim submits erroneously, believing the actor to 

be the victim's spouse;  or 

(d) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is less than fifteen years 

of age and the actor is at least four years older than the victim and is not the 

spouse of the victim;  or 

(e) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is at least fifteen years 

of age but less than seventeen years of age and the actor is at least ten years 

older than the victim and is not the spouse of the victim;  or 

(f) The victim is in custody of law or detained in a hospital or other institution 

and the actor has supervisory or disciplinary authority over the victim and uses 

this position of authority to coerce the victim to submit, unless the act is 

incident to a lawful search;  or 

(g) The actor, while purporting to offer a medical service, engages in treatment 

or examination of a victim for other than a bona fide medical purpose or in a 

manner substantially inconsistent with reasonable medical practices;  or 

(h) The victim is physically helpless and the actor knows the victim is physically 

helpless and the victim has not consented. 

(2) Sexual assault is a class 4 felony, except as provided in subsections (3), (3.5), (4), 

and (5) of this section. 
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(3) If committed under the circumstances of paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this 

section, sexual assault is a class 1 misdemeanor and is an extraordinary risk crime 

that is subject to the modified sentencing range specified in section 18-1.3-501(3) . 

(3.5) Sexual assault is a class 3 felony if committed under the circumstances 

described in paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of this section. 

(4) Sexual assault is a class 3 felony if it is attended by any one or more of the 

following circumstances: 

(a) The actor causes submission of the victim through the actual application 

of physical force or physical violence;  or 

(b) The actor causes submission of the victim by threat of imminent death, 

serious bodily injury, extreme pain, or kidnapping, to be inflicted on anyone, 

and the victim believes that the actor has the present ability to execute these 

threats;  or 

(c) The actor causes submission of the victim by threatening to retaliate in the 

future against the victim, or any other person, and the victim reasonably 

believes that the actor will execute this threat.  As used in this paragraph (c), 

“to retaliate” includes threats of kidnapping, death, serious bodily injury, or 

extreme pain;  or 

(d) The actor has substantially impaired the victim's power to appraise or 

control the victim's conduct by employing, without the victim's consent, any 

drug, intoxicant, or other means for the purpose of causing submission. 

(e) Deleted by Laws 2002, Ch. 322, § 2, eff. July 1, 2002. 

(5)(a) Sexual assault is a class 2 felony if any one or more of the following 

circumstances exist: 

(I) In the commission of the sexual assault, the actor is physically aided 

or abetted by one or more other persons;  or 

(II) The victim suffers serious bodily injury;  or 

(III) The actor is armed with a deadly weapon or an article used or 

fashioned in a manner to cause a person to reasonably believe that the 

article is a deadly weapon or represents verbally or otherwise that the 
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actor is armed with a deadly weapon and uses the deadly weapon, 

article, or representation to cause submission of the victim. 

(b)(I) If a defendant is convicted of sexual assault pursuant to this 

subsection (5), the court shall sentence the defendant in accordance 

with section 18-1.3-401(8)(e) .  A person convicted solely of sexual 

assault pursuant to this subsection (5) shall not be sentenced under the 

crime of violence provisions of section 18-1.3-406(2) .  Any sentence for 

a conviction under this subsection (5) shall be consecutive to any 

sentence for a conviction for a crime of violence under section 18-1.3-

406 . 

(II) The provisions of this paragraph (b) shall apply to offenses 

committed prior to November 1, 1998. 

(6) Any person convicted of felony sexual assault committed on or after November 

1, 1998, under any of the circumstances described in this section shall be sentenced 

in accordance with the provisions of part 10 of article 1.3 of this title. 

(7) A person who is convicted on or after July 1, 2013, of a sexual assault under this 

section, upon conviction, shall be advised by the court that the person has no right: 

(a) To notification of the termination of parental rights and no standing to 

object to the termination of parental rights for a child conceived as a result of 

the commission of that offense; 

(b) To allocation of parental responsibilities, including parenting time and 

decision-making responsibilities for a child conceived as a result of the 

commission of that offense; 

(c) Of inheritance from a child conceived as a result of the commission of that 

offense;  and 

(d) To notification of or the right to object to the adoption of a child conceived 

as a result of the commission of that offense. 
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Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-3-202 

Assault in the first degree 
 

(1) A person commits the crime of assault in the first degree if: 

(a) With intent to cause serious bodily injury to another person, he causes 

serious bodily injury to any person by means of a deadly weapon;  or 

(b) With intent to disfigure another person seriously and permanently, or to 

destroy, amputate, or disable permanently a member or organ of his body, he 

causes such an injury to any person;  or 

(c) Under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the value of 

human life, he knowingly engages in conduct which creates a grave risk of 

death to another person, and thereby causes serious bodily injury to any 

person;  or 

(d) Repealed by Laws 1995, H.B.95-1070, § 6, eff. July 1, 1995. 

(e) With intent to cause serious bodily injury upon the person of a peace 

officer, firefighter, or emergency medical service provider, he or she threatens 

with a deadly weapon a peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical 

service provider engaged in the performance of his or her duties, and the 

offender knows or reasonably should know that the victim is a peace officer, 

firefighter, or emergency medical service provider acting in the performance 

of his or her duties;  or 

(e.5) With intent to cause serious bodily injury upon the person of a judge of 

a court of competent jurisdiction or an officer of said court, he threatens with 

a deadly weapon a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction or an officer of 

said court, and the offender knows or reasonably should know that the victim 

is a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction or an officer of said court;  or 

(f) While lawfully confined or in custody as a result of being charged with or 

convicted of a crime or as a result of being charged as a delinquent child or 

adjudicated as a delinquent child and with intent to cause serious bodily injury 

to a person employed by or under contract with a detention facility, as defined 

in section 18-8-203(3) , or to a person employed by the division in the 

department of human services responsible for youth services and who is a 

youth services counselor or is in the youth services worker classification series, 
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he or she threatens with a deadly weapon such a person engaged in the 

performance of his or her duties and the offender knows or reasonably should 

know that the victim is such a person engaged in the performance of his or 

her duties while employed by or under contract with a detention facility or 

while employed by the division in the department of human services 

responsible for youth services.  A sentence imposed pursuant to this 

paragraph (f) shall be served in the department of corrections and shall run 

consecutively with any sentences being served by the offender.  A person who 

participates in a work release program, a furlough, or any other similar 

authorized supervised or unsupervised absence from a detention facility, as 

defined in section 18-8-203(3) , and who is required to report back to the 

detention facility at a specified time shall be deemed to be in custody. 

(g) With the intent to cause serious bodily injury, he or she applies sufficient 

pressure to impede or restrict the breathing or circulation of the blood of 

another person by applying such pressure to the neck or by blocking the nose 

or mouth of the other person and thereby causes serious bodily injury. 

(2)(a) If assault in the first degree is committed under circumstances where 

the act causing the injury is performed upon a sudden heat of passion, caused 

by a serious and highly provoking act of the intended victim, affecting the 

person causing the injury sufficiently to excite an irresistible passion in a 

reasonable person, and without an interval between the provocation and the 

injury sufficient for the voice of reason and humanity to be heard, it is a class 

5 felony. 

(b) If assault in the first degree is committed without the circumstances 

provided in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2), it is a class 3 felony. 

(c) If a defendant is convicted of assault in the first degree pursuant to 

subsection (1) of this section, the court shall sentence the defendant in 

accordance with the provisions of section 18-1.3-406 . 

(d) Repealed by Laws 1995, H.B.95-1070, § 6, eff. July 1, 1995. 

(3) Repealed by Laws 2016, Ch. 304, § 3, eff. July 1, 2016. 
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Colorado Revised Statutes Title 18 Criminal Code § 18-3-203  

Assault in the second degree 

 

(1) A person commits the crime of assault in the second degree if: 

(a) Repealed by Laws 1994, H.B.94-1126, § 8, eff. July 1, 1994. 

(b) With intent to cause bodily injury to another person, he or she causes such 

injury to any person by means of a deadly weapon;  or 

(c) With intent to prevent one whom he or she knows, or should know, to be 

a peace officer, firefighter, emergency medical care provider, or emergency 

medical service provider from performing a lawful duty, he or she intentionally 

causes bodily injury to any person;  or 

(c.5) With intent to prevent one whom he or she knows, or should know, to be 

a peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical service provider from 

performing a lawful duty, he or she intentionally causes serious bodily injury 

to any person;  or 

(d) He recklessly causes serious bodily injury to another person by means of 

a deadly weapon;  or 

(e) For a purpose other than lawful medical or therapeutic treatment, he 

intentionally causes stupor, unconsciousness, or other physical or mental 

impairment or injury to another person by administering to him, without his 

consent, a drug, substance, or preparation capable of producing the intended 

harm;  or 

(f) While lawfully confined or in custody, he or she knowingly and violently 

applies physical force against the person of a peace officer, firefighter, or 

emergency medical service provider engaged in the performance of his or her 

duties, or a judge of a court of competent jurisdiction, or an officer of said 

court, or, while lawfully confined or in custody as a result of being charged with 

or convicted of a crime or as a result of being charged as a delinquent child or 

adjudicated as a delinquent child, he or she knowingly and violently applies 

physical force against a person engaged in the performance of his or her 

duties while employed by or under contract with a detention facility, as defined 

in section 18-8-203(3) , or while employed by the division in the department of 
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human services responsible for youth services and who is a youth services 

counselor or is in the youth services worker classification series, and the 

person committing the offense knows or reasonably should know that the 

victim is a peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical service provider 

engaged in the performance of his or her duties, or a judge of a court of 

competent jurisdiction, or an officer of said court, or a person engaged in the 

performance of his or her duties while employed by or under contract with a 

detention facility or while employed by the division in the department of 

human services responsible for youth services.  A sentence imposed pursuant 

to this paragraph (f) shall be served in the department of corrections and shall 

run consecutively with any sentences being served by the offender;  except 

that, if the offense is committed against a person employed by the division in 

the department of human services responsible for youth services, the court 

may grant probation or a suspended sentence in whole or in part, and the 

sentence may run concurrently or consecutively with any sentences being 

served.  A person who participates in a work release program, a furlough, or 

any other similar authorized supervised or unsupervised absence from a 

detention facility, as defined in section 18-8-203(3) , and who is required to 

report back to the detention facility at a specified time is deemed to be in 

custody. 

(f.5)(I) While lawfully confined in a detention facility within this state, a 

person with intent to infect, injure, harm, harass, annoy, threaten, or 

alarm a person in a detention facility whom the actor knows or 

reasonably should know to be an employee of a detention facility, 

causes such employee to come into contact with blood, seminal fluid, 

urine, feces, saliva, mucus, vomit, or any toxic, caustic, or hazardous 

material by any means, including but not limited to throwing, tossing, 

or expelling such fluid or material. 

(II) Repealed by Laws 2015, Ch. 109, § 1, eff. July 1, 2015. 

(III)(A) As used in this paragraph (f.5), “detention facility” means 

any building, structure, enclosure, vehicle, institution, or place, 

whether permanent or temporary, fixed or mobile, where 

persons are or may be lawfully held in custody or confinement 
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under the authority of the state of Colorado or any political 

subdivision of the state of Colorado. 

(B) As used in this paragraph (f.5), “employee of a detention 

facility” includes employees of the department of corrections, 

employees of any agency or person operating a detention facility, 

law enforcement personnel, and any other persons who are 

present in or in the vicinity of a detention facility and are 

performing services for a detention facility.  “Employee of a 

detention facility” does not include a person lawfully confined in 

a detention facility. 

(g) With intent to cause bodily injury to another person, he or she causes serious 

bodily injury to that person or another;  or 

(h) With intent to infect, injure, or harm another person whom the actor knows or 

reasonably should know to be engaged in the performance of his or her duties as a 

peace officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical care provider, or an emergency 

medical service provider, he or she causes such person to come into contact with 

blood, seminal fluid, urine, feces, saliva, mucus, vomit, or any toxic, caustic, or 

hazardous material by any means, including by throwing, tossing, or expelling such 

fluid or material;  or 

(i) With the intent to cause bodily injury, he or she applies sufficient pressure to 

impede or restrict the breathing or circulation of the blood of another person by 

applying such pressure to the neck or by blocking the nose or mouth of the other 

person and thereby causes bodily injury. 

(2)(a) If assault in the second degree is committed under circumstances where the 

act causing the injury is performed upon a sudden heat of passion, caused by a 

serious and highly provoking act of the intended victim, affecting the person causing 

the injury sufficiently to excite an irresistible passion in a reasonable person, and 

without an interval between the provocation and the injury sufficient for the voice of 

reason and humanity to be heard, it is a class 6 felony. 

(b) If assault in the second degree is committed without the circumstances provided 

in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2), it is a class 4 felony. 
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(b.5) Assault in the second degree by any person under subsection (1) of this section 

without the circumstances provided in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) is a class 

3 felony if the person who is assaulted, other than a participant in the crime, suffered 

serious bodily injury during the commission or attempted commission of or flight 

from the commission or attempted commission of murder, robbery, arson, burglary, 

escape, kidnapping in the first degree, sexual assault, sexual assault in the first or 

second degree as such offenses existed prior to July 1, 2000, or class 3 felony sexual 

assault on a child. 

(c)(I) If a defendant is convicted of assault in the second degree pursuant to 

paragraph (c.5) of subsection (1) of this section or paragraph (b.5) of this 

subsection (2), except with respect to sexual assault or sexual assault in the 

first degree as it existed prior to July 1, 2000, the court shall sentence the 

defendant in accordance with the provisions of section 18-1.3-406 .  A 

defendant convicted of assault in the second degree pursuant to paragraph 

(b.5) of this subsection (2) with respect to sexual assault or sexual assault in 

the first degree as it existed prior to July 1, 2000, shall be sentenced in 

accordance with section 18-1.3-401(8)(e) or (8)(e.5) . 

(II) If a defendant is convicted of assault in the second degree pursuant to 

paragraph (b), (c), (d), or (g), of subsection (1) of this section, the court shall 

sentence the offender in accordance with section 18-1.3-406 ;  except that, 

notwithstanding the provisions of section 18-1.3-406 , the court is not required 

to sentence the defendant to the department of corrections for a mandatory 

term of incarceration. 

(3) Repealed by Laws 2016, Ch. 304, § 4, eff. July 1, 2016. 
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